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Geographical Literature and Maps 459 

Diccionarlo Chorographico, Hlstorico e Estatistico de Pernambuco. Por 

Sebastiao de Vasoonoellos Galvao. 408 pp. Ills. Bibliotheca Naoional, 

Rio de Janeiro, 1910. 11 x iy 2 . 
The author has given all his best efforts to this work since 1889. It is truly 
the work of a lifetime. Vol. 1 (A to O), published in 1908, contained 478 
pages. Vol. 2, comprising only the titles beginning with the letter P, con- 
tains, a long general article on the Brazilian State of Pernambuco — its history, 
biographical sketches of persons who have gained distinction in literature, art, 
and science (with portraits); administrators and officials from the earliest times; 
the geology and mineralogy of the State; an alphabetical list of vegetable prod- 
ucts; a study of the entire coast of Pernambuco; commerce, industries, climate, 
etc. In a word, this article is, to a certain extent, a resume^ of the information 
distributed throughout the "Diccionario" under separate titles. To give a just 
idea of the scope of the entire work, it is necessary to add that the author's plan 
for Vol. 3 (Q to Z) includes an exhaustive article on Recife (Pernambuco), 
particularizing the civil, political, ecclesiastical, and literary history of the 
State's capital. A map of Recife and its suburbs is also promised, and at the end 
of Vol. 3 there will be, if the plans are carried out, a bibliographical appendix 
devoted to Pernambucan authors and their books. 

AFRICA 

The Arabs In Tripoli. By Alan Ostler. With illustrations specially drawn by 
H. Seppings Wright, xii and 314 pp. John Murray, London, 1912. 10s 
6d. 9x6. 

Work of this sort is in essence occasional, but in the brief span of life which 
may be expected these sketches of the Italian war from the side of the desert 
will afford entertaining reading. It is too much to ask of a busy war corre- 
spondent that he should present finished conclusions. Upon the theme of the 
war itself he maintains a silence upon all the interesting points which his sense 
of the duties of hospitality requires him to conceal. He does not seek to dis- 
semble the fact that his sympathies are with the Turk and "the Arab. Just by 
reason of this attitude of mind he has been able to draw clear pictures of the 
sordid bravery of the tribes of the desert, of the hardships which fell to their 
lot, of the disease and starvation of the camps just beyond the range of the 
Italian' guns. With a certain sense of sureness which lies quite beyond the 
power of students in the several sciences he includes in his narrative some definite 
settlements of questions of archaeology, primitive ethnology and divinity. In a 
work done with so light a touch the student will find a tolerant excuse for the 
solution of the mystery of the Berbers through the intermediation of the Firbolg 
of Irish legend. William Churchill. 

Unsere Kolonlen. Unter Mitwirkung hervorragender Afrikaner herausgegeben 
von Emil Zimmermann. 430 pp. Maps, ills. Ullstein & Co., Berlin, 
1912. Mk. 3. 9J^x6J^. 
Though sketchy this work is interesting. The author's aim has been to 
draw from many sources just that intimate information which shall serve to 
make the German colonies familiar objects to the German people. Colonies are 
a new development for the Germans. So recent is the colonial idea that the 
writer of this note has known the man who forced it upon Bismarck, Theodor 
Weber, Consul of the North German Confederation in the South Sea, and the 
source of many years of turmoil for the United States. In Germany there is 
room for such a book as this, a series of studies in which the Germans may become 
acquainted with their colonies. These offshoots of empire are dotted upon 
some of the richest lands in tropical and temperate Africa, upon the most pro- 
ductive islands of the Pacific, and in a position of strategic command upon the 
foreshore of China. Each of these colonies is well described, its discovery, 
history and settlement noted, its economic conditions somewhat carefully dis- 
cussed. The work is not intended to be in competition with the reports of trained 
geographers and ethnologists, but it will be found of great assistance to those 
whose interest lies in the highly practical field of commercial geography. 

William Churchill. 



